Opportunity to Catch a Free Kick
During any free kick, members of the receiving team must have an unhindered opportunity to catch the ball (6-5-6).  Kicking team players must not obstruct the receiver's path to the ball, if in the judgment of the covering official, the receiver has a reasonable opportunity to catch the ball and is in a position to do so.  There is no specific distance requirement (no "halo" rule).  In non-contact situations, it is strictly a judgment call as to whether the receiver has been obstructed.  Kicking team players may be guilty of obstructing the receiver's path to the ball even if they are stationary.

Whether or not the receiver has signaled for a fair catch has nothing to do with this rule; kicking team players must stay out of the receiver's way in either case.  

If a player of the kicking team touches the ball, obstructs the receiver, or contacts the receiver while the kick is in-flight, then it is a foul for kick catch interference (KCI).

Team R has some options.  Team R may:

1) Decline the penalty and take the result of the play

2) Accept a 15 yard penalty from the previous spot and replay the down 


(Usually re-kick from the A-25)

3) Accept an awarded fair catch and a 15 yard penalty from the spot of the foul.

(R's ball 1st and 10 after the 15 yard penalty)

EXAMPLE:  K21's untouched "free kick" is caught by K54 and there are no Team R players anywhere near the spot of the catch;  which is made at the (a) K-47 , or (b) R-46 yard line.  RULING: Kick Catch Interference (KCI) in both (a) and (b).  It is also first touching by K.

