
Mechanics



Officials Responsibilities
Head Official:
• In charge of Pre-Game equipment checks, instructions and the coin flip
• Lead communicator for the Game and final voice on disputes
• Keeps the official Game clock and 7 second verbal passing clock
• Spots the ball and signals the ready for play once all officials are in place
• Monitors the quarterback through the release of the ball
• Follows the ball downfield to plays end
• Responsible for penalties in the backfield and illegal forward pass 

infractions
• Announces and signals all penalties



Officials Responsibilities

Line Judge: Referee incorporates in 2-person 
crew
• Marks the line of scrimmage on the sideline with bean bag or 

marker 
• Monitors 25 second play clock with verbal 10 second count 

down
• May choose to hold the secondary game clock
• Provide communication link for the Head coach on your 

sideline
• Responsible for offsides, illegal procedure and false start calls 

with an eye on illegal rush and impeding calls
• After determining initial play is clean with no infractions or foul 

to flag move quickly downfield to cover your assigned area 
including the boundary

• Assist with shuttling the ball back to the Head referee for 
placement



Officials Responsibilities

Rush Judge:
• Positions opposite sideline of the Line judge 

• Sets the 7-yard rush line from the LOS

• Monitors the secondary Game clock

• Responsible for illegal rush and most downfield calls 

• Must move quickly downfield to stay ahead of the ball and judge most 
scoring plays

• Assist with shuttling the ball back to the Head referee for placement

• Provide communication link for the Head coach on your sideline



Crew of 2: Pre-Snap Positions
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Crew of 2: Red Zone Positions
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Crew of 3: Pre-Snap Positions
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Crew of 3: Red Zone Positions
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Impeding the Rusher



Penalty Signal Chart
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