	Umpire:   Pregame                                     Ed Geary  9.18.17
 
Accompany referee and examine any player equipment about which the coach has a question of legality.
Ask the head coach if his team meets all the requirements for Legality and Safety Rules as specified by the rules of the NF Football Rules Book. He MUST respond YES.
ask the coach if any players have eye shields (if so, they must be clear).
ask the coach if all players have mouthpieces (PIAA recommends that teams wear colored mouthpieces).
Review any appropriate documentation for equipment and pads

	[bookmark: Ump][bookmark: L]Umpire -   Field Positioning
1. Position
a. Variable according to the formations of both teams, avoiding a position which will interfere with linebackers. Adjust distance behind the defensive line according to the width of Team A's formation and (except on goal line or try situations) be at least 5 yards but seldom more than 7 yards deep.
b. Whenever possible, coordinate your position with the R for best coverage of the interior line play.
c. NEVER have an initial position outside the inbound lines (hash marks).
d. Normal position is on side opposite the tight end.
2. Read offensive alignment and know 5 ineligibles.
3. Count offensive players. Signal to Referee with closed fist if the offense has 11 players.
4. Note that there are 5 players numbered 50-79 on the offensive line when offense is not in a scrimmage kick formation.
5. Rule on illegal movement by restricted linemen prior to the snap.
6. Be certain the defensive team does not use words or signals to disconcert the opponents.
7. Key center and the guards at the snap and read pass or run.
8. Watch for illegal use of hands or holding by both offensive and defensive team players after the snap.
9. On runs to the outside, move towards play observing initial line play and then the action around the runner.
10. DO NOT sound whistle to end play unless covering official is not in position.
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]After the play ends, remain within the inbounds lines (hash marks) in spotting ball.


 
 
 
 
 
Umpire -   Pass Coverage
 
Step up to neutral zone expanded and watch interior linemen, making sure no lineman passes you prior to last forward pass being thrown.
On rollout passes, step forward to line of scrimmage and turn to passer to assist Referee on ruling on illegal forward pass.
Observe backs illegally blocking below waist or clipping rushing defensive lineman. 
 
Assist the Linesman and Line Judge on pass coverage on short passes over the middle. Turn and look. If you are certain that the pass is incomplete, give the incompletion signal.
 
Umpire -  Adjust to position seldom more than 7 yards deep, observing action on long snapper. If kicking team fakes and play moves Referee's side of the field, move to a position to help cover the goal line.
 
Review any appropriate documentation for equipment and pads

